'Panel denies
tow company’s |

expansion pla,n

By Elizabeth Kim
STAFF WRITER

STAMFORD — East Coast Towing, whlch
calls the city its- blggest customer, is clashing
with officials over its efforts to expand toathird-
site. :

Members of the Zomng Board of Appeals vot- '
ed unanimously last week t6 deny a bid by East
Coast Towing, which has locations in Waterside
and the East Side; te obtain a used car dealer-
ship license at 86 Elmcroft'Road. East Coast -
Towing, one of the city’s largest tow companies,
has been in business for more than 30 years.

At a public hearing before the zoning ap-

. peals board, owner Joseph Romaniello told

board members he does not intend to operate a

" used cardealership at the Elmcroft location but

needs the license to repair and store vehlcles

Romaniello can appeéal the decision. . ’
According to state law, a used car dealer 1i--

cetise is required for places that se11 store and .

.kepair used cars.

““Iwould call ita satellite shop,” Romaniello
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s,aid “IfI Wanted to dorepairs
when the other s1tes were tied
up ”

-«He said he occasmnally
fixes abandoned cars and

.- sells them to salvage. yards.

Without the license, Roman-
iello could face a Class: B
misdemeanor for repairing
“or:selling the cars, accord-

ing to his attorney, Joseph_
" .Capalbo. . ‘

Board member Georglana ;
White . expressed confusion

over the apphcatlon

a:To me, a used car dealer-
ship license means you want
to-be involved in selling used
cars,” White said. “I feel like
we are giving him permission

- for something we do not want

to see happen here.”
More than a dozen people

“showed up Wednesday to pro-

test the application, including
representatives: from Pltney
Bowes. The company is next
to the proposed site. -

-Jane Freeman, an attorney
for Pitney Bowes, argued that
parking at the Elmcroft site
would spill onto the streets.
She submitted recent photo-
graphs of tow trucks parked
along Taff Avenue, near
the company’s Watersnie
location. . :

~ “Thecity has had a contmu-
ous problem at this location,”
she said. “You are going to-

‘transfer one existing prob-

lem in one part of the city to
another.”
In 2003, the c1ty sued Ro-

maniello for illegally storing
vehicles at two residential lots
he owned in Waterside. Resi-
dents complained. that tow
trucks were often parked.on
Taff Avenue and surroundlng
stréets.. .

The issue was resolved after
Romaniello agreed to park no
more than six tow trucks on
Taff Avenue and pay a $2,500
fine.

Romanlello assured board

members there would be no

-on-street parking at the Elm-

croft site; -
South End residents. sa1d
they were not convinced.
~ “What you arelooking at is
a duphcate of their other loca-
tions,” said Terry Adams, vice

‘president of the South End

Nelghborhood Rev1tahzat10n
Zone..

" Adams and other residents

said the business would un-

dermine the evolving image .
of the South End, which is

undergoing an estimated $3
billion redevelopment.

“We’ve waited so long for
redevelopment in the area,”

said Sue Halpern, who lives
on Elmecroft. .

Capalbo responded that
the neighborhood is zoned for

intensive industrial and cdm#

‘mercial uses.

“This is not the lntent for
that zone ” ZBA Chairwoman
Claire Friedlander said. “If we

- want to put any teeth into.the

South End development, wée
have to deny this.”
- — Staff Writer Elzzabeth

" Kim can be reached at eliza-
_beth. kim@scni.com or 964-

2265




